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Mark 12:41-44: Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she
had to live on.”

Often at My Sister's House, we serve people in crisis at times so severe that they may not know where
their next meal will come from or where they will sleep that night.  Our agency is fortunate to receive
several large grants that cover things like payroll, rent, and utilities. Additionally, many members of our
community donate small amounts of money regularly.  A few times such contributions come with a note
that says, "I am sorry it isn't more" or "I hope this can help and wish I could give more."  These notes
always make me smile because I know the impact these small contributions make.  Many of our donors
are elderly and on a fixed income. What they give to My Sister's House is of great personal sacrifice.

One particularly hot summer day I got a call to meet a family at the police station to transport them to
our safe house.  The family had several children and were in so much danger that their car could not be
at the safe house and had to be parked at the police station.  The mother frantically packed what little
she could and instructed the children to grab what they needed.  As I walked up to the family in their
car, the children started to get out, and a small precious little girl stepped onto the pavement in bare feet. 
In her mother's haste it was not noticed that the child didn't put on shoes.  In her bookbag she had her
dolls– for her it was what "she needed."  Regularly clients are in need of clothing and toiletries, so I
called A Second Season, a store that has free clothes and shoes for our clients.  After checking through
rows and rows of shoes, the staff informed me that we did not have any shoes in her size. 
 
I got the family to the safety of our shelter and told them I would return shortly.  I went to Target to
purchase a pair of new sandals for the little girl.  This was made possible by someone's small donation,
someone giving out of poverty, someone who probably apologized that it wasn't more.  When I returned
to the shelter with the shoes a great smile spread across the face of the child.  For a moment at least, the
fear of their situation was forgotten as she slipped on her sandals.  I never saw that child without those
sandals on for the remainder of her family’s  stay with us, and never without the smile of gratitude.
Whenever I receive a small donation or an apology for a donation that couldn't be more, I always
remember that child, those sandals, and what joy it brought to someone in crisis.  

What can you give to help others?  Maybe you have a part-time job or an allowance from which you
could make a contribution.  Perhaps you have no money but could give your time in volunteering,
phoning a grandparent, or sending a letter to someone who may be lonely.  Challenge yourself to look
for opportunities to love and serve others without counting the cost of time or money.  What benefit
could come from these acts of love and sacrifice?

Heavenly Father, we pray for peace within the homes of our community.  Help us to be an example of
love and sacrifice.  Help us to give our time, talent, and treasures without worry.  We pray for the staff,
volunteers, and clients of My Sister's House that they may be safe and have peace of mind.  We pray
for members of law enforcement as they serve our community and ensure safety.  We pray for doctors,
nurses, and first responders who help victims of violence with the physical damage and trauma of abuse. 
We pray that today we choose love, we choose generosity, and we choose to do both abundantly. In
Jesus' Name, Amen.


